
HAMMOND COMMON COUNCIL AGENDA 

OCTOBER 26, 2026 

COUNCILPERSONS 

15r District 

-Mark Kalwinski 

2nd District 

-Alfonso Salinas Ill 

3rd District 

-Barry Tyler, Jr. 

4th District 

-William Emerson 

5th District 

-Dave Woerpel 

6th District 

-Scott Rakos 

At Large (3) 

-Katrina Alexander 

-Daniel Spitale 

-Janet Venecz/ 2026 President 

The Common Council meets for its 

regularly scheduled meetings every 

2nd and 4th Monday at 6:00 pm, 

City Hall 2nd Floor, Common Council 

Chambers. 

Pursuant to Indiana Code 5-14-1.5-2.9, 

the website https://www.gohammond.tv 

is the publicly accessible platform where 

the live transmission and archived copy of 

this meeting is located. If any member of 

the public wishes to attend the meeting 

electronically, the meeting will be 

available for free on Zoom: 

Meeting ID: 873 3657 9345 

Passcode: 961827 

In addition, meeting minutes, agendas, 

ordinances, resolutions, including recently 

adopted, can be found on gohammond.com 

(City Clerk page). 

If anyone is in need of special 

accommodations for this meeting, pursuant 

to the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

notice of said need should be provided to 

Sharon Daniels, City of Hammond ADA 

Compliance Officer, at (219) 853-6502, or 

e-mail ada@qohammond.com. at least 24 

hours prior to the meeting. Every reasonable 

effort will be made to accommodate 

individuals when prior notice is given. 

Prepared by: 

Robert J. Golec, 

Hammond City Clerk 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Invocation 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. MAYOR'S ADDRESS 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

5. APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

8. COMMITTEEREPORTS 

9. ORDINANCE 3RD READING - FINAL PASSAGE 

10. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
A. An Ordinance Creating New Funds (Fund #2496, Fund #2497, 

Fund #2498) for the FY2027 Comprehensive Highway Injury 
Reduction Program (CHIRP) Grant Funds 
Sponsored by Scott Rakos 

11. RESOLUTIONS 
A. A Declaratory Resolution Determining that a Certain Area of the 26R-19 

City of Hammond, Indiana be Designated as the Belle Economic 
Revitalization Area to Which Deductions from Assessed Valuation 
May Be Requested by an Applicant to the Common Council of the 
City of Hammond, Indiana Pursuant to Indiana Code 6-1.1-12.1 
Sponsored by Mark Kalwinski Public Hearing 11-9-26 

B. A Resolution of the Hammond Common Council Approving a 26R-20 

Declaratory Resolution Related to Creation of an Economic 
Revitalization Area 
Sponsored by Alfonso Salinas Ill Public Hearing 11-9-26 

12. NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

13. SPECIAL ZONING ACTION ADOPTED UNDER I.C. 36-7 
None 

14. PUBLIC EXPRESSION 
ADJOURN 
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Sponsor: Scott Rakos 
6th District Councilman 

ORDINANCE NO. ---- 26-32 
AN ORDINANCE CREATING NEW FUNDS (FUND #2496, FUND #2497, FUND #2498) FOR 
THE FY2027 COMPREHENSIVE HIGHWAY INJURY REDUCTION PROGRAM (CHIRP) 

GRANT FUNDS 

WHEREAS, the Hammond Police Department applied to the Indiana Criminal Justice 

Institute (ICJI) for a 2027 Comprehensive Highway Injury Reduction Program (CHIRP) grant for the 

purpose of reducing injuries and fatalities on roadways; and 

WHEREAS, the Hammond Police Department is the recipient of FY2027 CHIRP grant 

monies in the amount of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) and requires dedicated funds to 

receipt and disburse this allocation of grant money; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Hammond must now have new funds established for receipt and 

distribution of these funds; and 

WHEREAS, the City Controller, requests that new accounts be dedicated and created for the 

City of Hammond for purposes of accessing funds for the FY2027 CHIRP Grant; and 

WHEREAS, the creation of these funds is not an additional appropriation, and a public 

hearing is not required; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of the City of Hammond 

that the Hammond City Controller be and is authorized to provide, dedicate, and create new accounts 

for the City of Hammond in the following FY2027 CHIRP categories: 

City of Hammond Fund #2496 FY2027 CITLI 

City of Hammond Fund #2497 FY2027 SA VE 

City of Hammond Fund #2498 FY2027 PED/BIKE 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Common Council that this Ordinance shall be in full 

force and effect from and after its passage by the Common Council, signing by the President thereof, 

approval by the Mayor, and approval of the DLGF. 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED BY the Common Council of the City of Hammond, Indiana, this 

__ day of ____ ., 2026. 

Janet Venecz, President 
Hammond Common Council 

ATTEST: 

Robert J. Golec, City Clerk 
City of Hammond, Indiana 

PRESENTED BY ME, the undersigned City Clerk of the City of Hammond, Indiana, to the 
Mayor, for approval and signature, this __ day of _____ ., 2026. 

Robert J. Golec, City Clerk 
City of Hammond, Indiana 

The foregoing Ordinance No. ____ consisting of two (2) typewritten pages, including 
this page, was APPROVED AND SIGNED BY ME, the undersigned Mayor of the City of 
Hammond, Indiana, this __ day of ______ , 2026. 

Thomas M. McDermott, Jr., Mayor 
City of Hammond, Indiana 

PASSED by the Common Council on the __ day of_____ , 2026 and 
______ by the Mayor on the __ day of ______ , 2026. 

Robert J. Golec, City Clerk, 
Hammond, Indiana 
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_________ PETITIONER(S): _ 
Departmentof Planning & Development 
Mayor'sOfficeof Economic Development 

SPONSOR(S):__________ _ 
Council Member: Mark Kalwinski, 1st District 

RESOLUTION NO.: 26 R. ---- 26R-19 
A DECLARATORY RESOLUTION DETERMINING THAT A CERTAIN AREA OF THE CITY OF 
HAMMOND, INDIANA BE DESIGNATED AS THE BELLE ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA TO 
WHICH DEDUCTIONS FROM ASSESSED VALUATION MAY BE REQUESTED BY AN APPLICANT 
TO THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAMMOND, INDIANA PURSUANT TO INDIANA 
CODE 6-1.1-12.1 

WHEREAS, A Deduction for Rehabilitated or Redevelopment of Real Property in Economic 
Revitalization Areas is authorized under Indiana Code 6-1.1-12.1 et seq. (the "Act") in the form of 
deductions ofassessed value for: (i) qualified real property improvements under Section 3; (ii) the . 
installation of qualified personal property under Section 4.5; and (iii) of the occupancy of an eligible 
vacant building primarily used for commercial or industrial purposes under Section 4.8, each as a result of 
new development, redevelopment and/or rehabilitation; and 

WHEREAS, The Common Council of the City of Hammond, Indiana ("Common Council") 
desires to offer assessed valuation deductions to the gross assessment of qualified tangible (real and 
personal) property in a certain area of the City of Hammond, Indiana (the "City") to stimulate private 
investment of new construction, development, redevelopment and rehabilitation and including the 
installation of depreciable personal property in order to: (i) attract, retain and expand existing 
manufacturing and commercial enterprises, (ii) increase and/or diversify the City's primary manufacturing 
and commercial assessed valuation base, and (iii) provide employment opportunities for residents of the 
City, northwest Indiana and the State of Indiana; and 

WHEREAS, The Act provides for assessed valuation deductions as an public financial 
incentive resource, also known as tax abatement, to encourage private enterprise to: (i) develop, 
redevelop and rehabilitate real property and/or (ii) install depreciable personal property within the City as 
a means to attract, retain or expand private enterprise and economic development in the City through the 
designation of certain areas within its jurisdiction to be economic revitalization areas (an "ERA"); and 

WHEREAS, The Act provides that an ERA is an area as defined under Section 1(1) of the 
Act" ... which has become undesirable for, or impossible of, normal development and occupancy 
because of lack of development, cessation of growth, deterioration of improvements or character or 
occupancy, age, obsolescence, substandard buildings, or other factors which have impaired values or 
prevent normal development of property or use of property" for which said term also includes "any area 
where a facility or a group of facilities that are technologically, economically, or energy obsolete are 
located and where the obsolescence may lead to a decline in employment and tax revenue;" and 

WHEREAS, The City's Department of Planning & Development and the Mayor's Office of 
Economic Development in accordance with Section 2.5(a) of the Act have: (i) prepared maps identifying a 
certain area as an ERA and prepared a simplified description of the boundaries of said ERA by describing 
it location in relation to public ways, streams, or otherwise, attached hereto as EXHIBIT A and (ii) 

!IDjIB~{rtf
Page 1 



submitted said documents to the Common Council for review and consideration of this area for designation 
as an ERA; and 

WHEREAS, The Common Council has; (i) reviewed said documents as submitted as it relates 
to the designation of said area within the City as an ERA and (ii) desires to take formal action in order to 
designate said certain area of the City as an ERA for the purpose of providing assessed valuation 
deductions for the investment in, redevelopment to or rehabilitation of qualified real and personal property 
provided as provided in the Act to eligible and qualified applicants as a public financial incentive resource 
to encourage private enterprise to develop, redevelop and rehabilitate real property within and to invest in 
personal property for installation and placement into service as a means to attract, retain or expand 
private enterprise and economic development; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of Hammond, 
Indiana, that based upon all of the evidence presented and a presentation by the City's Department of 
Planning & Development and Mayor's Office of Economic Development pursuant to the Act, the Common 
Council hereby finds that a certain area of the City as described and detailed in EXHIBIT A as attached 
hereto is determined to be, designated as and established as the Bellel Economic Revitalization Area 
(the "Belle ERA") as defined under Section 1 (1) of the Act. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Belle ERA is not located within a currently designated 
allocation area of the Hammond Redevelopment District for the purposes of tax increment financing and the 
capture of incremental assessed valuation of tangible (real and/or personal) property. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance Section 2(i)(1) of the Act, the Belle ERA shall 
be limited to a period of ten (10) years such that said ERA designation shall expire on the earlier of: (i) 
five (5) years from the date of the confirming resolution of this Declaratory Resolution or (ii) December 
31, 2036. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance Section 2.5(b) of the Act, a determination of the 
number of years a deduction under Sections 3 and 4.8 of the Act (as it relates to qualified real property 
and vacant building assessed valuation deductions) is allowed and shall not exceed 1Oyears, as based 
upon the "Cost" and "Assessed Value" of "Estimated Total Cost and Value of Proposed Project" that may 
be found in Section 4 of a Statement of Benefits (FORM SB-1), as submitted to the Common Council for 
consideration and approval. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 11.3(b) of the Act, a property owner or an 
applicant for an assessed valuation deduction is not exempt from filing the appropriate FORM SB-1 with the 
City for submission to the Common Council prior to and for consideration by the Common Council as the 
designating body. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Common Council by an appropriate resolution approving a 
FORM SB-1 may impose a fee in accordance with Section 14 of the Act on any development, 
redevelopment and rehabilitation of qualified real property or for the occupation of a qualified vacant 
building within the Belle ERA, for which said imposed fee shall be distributed to one or more identified 
public or non-profit entities established to promote economic development in the City. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Common Council directs the Mayor's Office of Economic 
Development upon its passage and approval, as executed and signed, to: 

1) File this Resolution including all exhibits attached hereto, as a declaratory resolution, 
with the Office of the Lake County, Indiana Assessor in accordance with Section 2.5(b) 
of the Act. 
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2) Publish notice in accordance Sections 2.5(c)(1) of the Act the adoption and substance 
of this Resolution, as a declaratory resolution, in accordance with IC 5-3-1 for a public 
hearing scheduled of the Common Council for a date, time and place to be determined 
by the Common Council. 

3) File in accordance Section 2.5{c)(2) of the Act the following information with each taxing 
unit that has authority to levy property taxes in the geographic area where the Belle ERA 
is designated and located: 

i. A copy of the notice published in accordance with IC 5-3-1; and 

ii. A statement containing substantially the same information as a statement of 
benefits filed with the City Council (a "Report on Economic and Tax Impact 
Analysis") before a public hearing required by Sections 2.5 of the Act under 
Sections 3, 4.5 and 4.8 of the Act. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall have full force and effect from and after 
its passage and approval by the Common Council, its execution and signing by the President thereof and 
approval by the Mayor, all as attested by the Clerk of the City. 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED BY the Common Council of the City of Hammond, Lake County, 

Indiana on this ___ day of ________ 2026. 

Janet Venecz, President 
Common Council, City of Hammond, Indiana 

ATTEST: 

Robert J. Golec, City Clerk 
City of Hammond, Indiana 

PRESENTED BY ME, the undersigned City Clerk of the City of Hammond, Indiana, to the Mayor, 

for approval and signature, this ___ day of ________ 2026. 

Robert J. Golec, City Clerk 
City of Hammond, Indiana 

The foregoing Resolution No. _______ consisting of L!l. typewritten pages, including this page, 

was _______ and signed by me, the undersigned Mayor of the City of Hammond, Indiana, this 

___ day of ________ 2026. 
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Thomas M. McDermott, Jr., Mayor 
City of Hammond, Indiana 

PASSEDby the Common Council on this ___ day of ________ 2026 and approved by 

the Mayor on the ___ day of ________ 2026. 

RobertJ. Golec, City Clerk 
City of Hammond, Indiana 
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EXHIBIT A 

Belle Economic Revitalization Area: 
Boundary Description and Map 

A general description of the boundaries of the Belle Economic Revitalization Area (the "Belle ERA") 
predominantly includes real estate land currently zoned as a Local Commercial District (C-1) under TITLE 
VII of the City of Hammond Zoning Ordinance 8514, as amended. Real property key numbers, general 
boundary description, and map is provided below. 

The Belle ERA has a legal description as identified on an assessment record card of the Lake County, 
Indiana Office of the Assessor identified under the legal description. 

Simplified Description of the Belle ERA Boundary 

PART OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 37 NORTH, RANGE 9 WEST OF THE 
SECOND PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, AS MORE SPECIFICALLY DESCRIBEDAND DETAILED BELOW: 

Beginning at the intersection of the northeast right-of-way of Indianapolis Boulevard (US Routes 12 & 
20) and the east right-of-way of Roberts Avenue, more specifically tangential to Block 6 of A. Roberts 
Subdivision, Lot 1 in the City of Hammond, Indiana as the Point of Beginning. 

Thence southeast along the north right-of-way line of Indianapolis Boulevard (US Routes 12 & 20) 
approximately 282 feet to its intersection with the northwest right-of-way of Myrtle Avenue, being the 
south corner of A. Roberts Subdivision, Lot 6; 

Thence northeast and continuing north along the west right-of-way line of Myrtle Avenue 
approximately 133 feet to its intersection with the southwest right-of-way line of the Block 6 of A. 
Roberts Subdivision alley; 

Thence northwest along the southwest right-of-way line of the Block 6 of A. Roberts Subdivision alley 
approximately 272 feet to its intersection with the south right-of-way line of 117th Street; 

Thence west along the south right-of-way line of 117th Street approximately 91 feet to its intersection 
with the east right-of-way line of Roberts Avenue; 

Thence south along the east right-of-way line of Roberts Avenue approximately 85 feet to the northeast 
right-of-way of Indianapolis Boulevard (US Routes 12 & 20) to the Point of Beginning, consisting of ±0.90 
acres of real property and including the following real property PINs: 

• 45-03-07-129-001.000-023; 
• 45-03-07-129-002.000-023; 
• 45-03-07-129-003.000-023; 
• 45-03-07-129-004.000-023; 
• 45-03-07-129-005.000-023; 
• 45-03-07-129-006.000-023; and 
• 45-03-07-129-007.000-023. 

Additional real property information, assessment data, and tax liability specific the January 1, 2025 
assessment date is included hereto to supplement the above boundary description and Map. 
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MAP 1: Belle ERA Boundary 

Belle ERA Parcel number(s): 
45-03-07-129-001.000-023 
45-03-07-129-002.000-023 
45-03-07-129-003.000-023 
45-03-07-129-004.000-023 
45-03-07-129-005.000-023 
45-03-07-129-006.000-023 
45-03-07-129-007.000-023 

Belle ERA Boundary Map N 

Mapisno to Scale • 
Belle ERA Real Property Assessment Data 

Une 
Item PIN p~~-· Locltlon--- -· 

1--,1,2015-ntDala 
lllen,ptlono& ..._ ... Deductions - Net 

--nt 

(Pay2026) 
Ta 

Uablllty 

45-03-07-12!1-001.000-023 EdwwdA.Dtlla,bach 1715 lndl1nopolls Boul...,d 0.1114 $ 21,300 $ $ 21,300 $ 683.112 

2 45-03-07-129-002.000-023 EdwwdA.Dol'-'bach 1717 lndi1nopoli,8oulovard 0.072 68,200 26,925 41,275 1,336.30 

45-03-07,129-003,000-023 Hammond Redewfopmll'lt Commission 1719 lndionopolis lloul...,d 0.072 36,100 36,100 

' 45-03-07-129-004.000-023 Hlfflfflond Redawlapm.,t CommlSlion 1721 lnd11nopolls Boulww 0.143 61,100 61,100 

5 45-03-07-129-005.000-023 Hammond R<d<wlopma,t commission 1725 Indianapolis Boulov.,d 0.143 61,100 61,100 

6 45-03-07•129-006.000-023 Hammond Reckvolapme,t Commissic,n 17ll lnd11MPOliSBoulr,ard 0.143 61,100 61,100 

7 45-03-07-129-007.000-023 Hammm>d Rad...iopmont Commission 1733 Indianapolis Boulevard 0.143 61,100 61,100 

Totals: 0.900 $ 370.000 $ 307,425 $ 62,575 $ 2,ozo.12 
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_________ 

... 

PETITIONER{S): _ 
Departmentof Planning & Development 
Mayor'sOffice of Economic Development 

SPONSOR($):__________ _ 
CouncilMember:Alfonso Salinas Ill, 2nd District 

RESOLUTION NO. 26R·-----2 6 R - 2 0 f'~:, 

RESOLUTION OF THE HAMMOND COMMON COUNCIL APPROVING A 
DECLARATORY RESOLUTION RELATED TO CREATION OF AN ECONOMIC 

REVITALIZATION AREA 

WHEREAS, the City of Hammond (the "City") desires to designate an area within its 
jurisdiction as an Economic Revitalization Area ( the "ERA") as defined in IC 6-1.1-12.1-1; and 

WHEREAS, the owners of an area described as follows have requested that it be 
designated as an economic revitalization area a/k/a UESCO Industries Area which includes the 
following parcel: 

45-03-31-151-007. 000-023 

WHEREAS, Uesco Industries, Inc. has approached the City to expand its operations at 
5009 Calumet Avenue, Hammond, Indiana; and 

WHEREAS, The Common Council of the City of Hammond, Indiana ("Common Council") 
desires to offer assessed valuation deductions for real, personal property development, 
redevelopment and rehabilitation in a certain area of the City of Hammond (the "City"); and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of 
Hammond, Indiana, that the area as described and detailed above be established and designated 
as an Economic Revitalization Area as defined under IC 6-1.1-12.1-1 for which said area has 
become undesirable for, or impossible of, normal development because of deterioration of 
improvements, age, obsolescence, substandard buildings, or other factors which have impaired 
values or prevent normal development of property or use of property and that said area is an area 
where a facility or a group of facilities that are technologically and economically obsolete are 
located and where the obsolescence may lead to a decline in employment and tax revenue for 
the City, northwest Indiana and the state of Indiana. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution hereto, as the Declaratory Resolution, 
be filed with the Lake County Assessor in accordance with IC 6-1.1-12.1-2.BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, that in accordance with IC 6-1.1-12.1-1 said designation of the ERA is to remain in 
effect for a period of fifteen (15) years, and which allows the owner(s) of property located in said 
area, upon the rehabilitation or redevelopment of such property to obtain a deduction from the 
assessed value of that property for a period of 10 years on real and business personal property 
taxes. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 26R-_____ _ 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAMMOND, 

INDIANA, by a vote of__ "Ayes" and __ "Nays" of those Council members present on 

this day, of ________ , 2026. 

COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF HAMMOND, INDIANA 

Janet Venecz, President 
ATTEST: 

Robert J. Golec, City Clerk 
City of Hammond, Indiana 

PRESENTED BY ME, the undersigned City Clerk of the City of Hammond to the Mayor of said 
City for his approval on the __ day of _______ , 2026. 

Robert J. Golec, City Clerk 

The foregoing Resolution No. _____ consisting of three (2) typewritten pages, 
including this page was by the Mayor on the __ day of 
-------' 2026. 

Thomas M. McDermott, Jr., Mayor 
City of Hammond, Indiana 

PASSED by the City of Hammond Common Council on the __ day of _____ , 2026 
and _____ by the Mayor on the ___ day of _______ , 2026. 

Robert J. Golec, City Clerk 
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