
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 8. 2025 

The regular meeting of the Hammond Common Council of the City of Hammond, Lake County, Indiana was 
held on September 8, 2025 in the Hammond City Council Chambers and was available to be viewed at 
gohammond on Facebook, gohammond.tv live and per Zoom. 

Council President Dave Woerpel presided. 

City Clerk Robert J. Golec facilitated. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was recited by all. 
Invocation by Councilwoman Alexander 

ROLL CALL 
PHYSICALLY PRESENT: Alexander, Spitale, Venecz, Kalwinski, Salinas, Tyler, Emerson, Rakos, Woerpel 
ELECTRONICALLY PRESENT PER ZOOM: None 
ABSENT: None 
TOTAL: 9 

MAYOR'S ADDRESS 

Chief of Staff Scott Miller-Good evening Clerk Golec, President Woerpel, and Council. On behalf of the 
Mayor, I'm pleased to give you an activity update on the past couple weeks. Every 2 months we go out to the 
fire stations. We went out to Fire Station #8 and met with shift 2 and got a status check with the guys there, also 
to discuss formally Senate bill 1, now SEAl and how that might affect our fire departments in the future. We 
held Mayor's Night Out at Edison School. I know Mayor met with Councilman Emerson in advance to hear 
some of the concerns of our constituents. Our next meeting is a week from Wednesday, September 171\ at the 
Jean Shepherd Center in the 5th District. We had a meeting with the Chiefs and Captains to discuss the incident 
that occurred at Hessville Park with one of our vulnerable residents. I would like to publicly thank or dedicated 
department for their steadfast work in identifying those involved. We used our cameras in the park to identify 
the vehicle that the alleged arrived in, and then utilized our license plate readers to track the vehicle to a 
residents which ultimately lead to an arrest. Bottom line is, if you commit violent crime in Hammond, we have 
the tools and technology to bring the bad guys to justice. Mayor and I had lunch with State Rep Carolyn 
Jackson, to discuss SEA 1 and upcoming bills for this session. We also inquired about the likelihood of a 
special session regarding re-districting and seems like that's probably gonna happen and that they are gonna be 
addressing concerns with SEA 1 to provide some coverage. They don't wanna just meet to say, hey, we're 
gonna re-district. They wanna have some other reasons to say that, but it looks like that's probably gonna 
happen. In addition we met with RDA CEO Sherry Ziller and her team to discuss how the RDA can support 
Hammond's work to redevelop the properties at Rimbach in Downtown and the former NICTD property just 
north of the Gateway Train Station. There's an extra tool there called the TDD, the Transit Development 
District that allows us to capture some income and potential income from that area to help fund those projects, 
so RDA is working with us to help us get that done. As Chief of Staff, I've been hosting annual leadership 
conferences with each of the Department Heads, meeting one on one with them to discuss their goals for the 
year, challenges with their department, and how the Mayor's office can support their success. From the 
Controller's office, Megan has put a memo on the budget in your mail box. Tuesday October 141\ is the 
introduction public meeting on the budget. It has to be moved from Columbus Day, or Indigenous Peoples day, 
on the 131

\ with the planned adoption occurring on Monday, October 27th 
. Again, there's a memo in your 
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MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL cont. September 08, 2025 

MA YOR's ADDRESS cont. 

Chief of Staff Scott Miller cont-mailbox with those dates. Summer Concert Series continues to roll on. We had 
well over 600 attendees for Sinatra Forever this past Saturday. We added food trucks this year, and for some of 
these shows, the food trucks have even run out of food, so they've been very successful. This Saturday the 13th, 
we have Bonfire, the AC/DC tribute. The following Saturday, the 20th, we have Shining Star, an Earth, Wind, 
and Fire tribute band. All shows begin at 6pm, and if you've never come, you can bring your own lawn chairs 
and you're welcome to bring your own food, and adult beverages to enjoy the show. We have a public meeting 
in South Hammond to discuss the impact of the train on Tuesday the 16that 6pm at Anthem Church. There'll be 
a presentation at that time, and then they'll do the whole thing over again at 7pm if you can't make the 6pm one. 
The goal is to get feedback from the residents that live in that area on their vision for how the train is gonna 
impact. Lakeshore Chamber is doing a ribbon cutting at Hernandez General Contractors at 7350 Calumet Ave 
11 o'clock this Wednesday, the 10th. Myself and a few others around the city, it's not a city event, but we're 
gonna be there to help support the business. The city has a ribbon cutting for Swinger's Golf Simulator and 
Lounge at the Sportsplex this Friday at 11. So if you come by the Sportsplex, go up to the 2nd floor, we're 
having a ribbon cutting for our really state of the art golf simulators. They're super cool. It comes with an app, 
you can book tee times on the app. It'll recommend the right clubs to use, it tracks every swing you've ever 
done. You can play the world's best courses right here in Hammond. It's in the bar, so the kids can come play 
too, it's set up so the kids can be there as well. You can bring your own clubs, or we have clubs you can borrow. 
It really is a neat thing that we'll be offering there. Part of building and maintaining a positive work culture is 
being deliberate about investing in the team. We will have our fall employee games coming up very soon where 
we will be having a kickball tournament and enjoying some healthy competition. Shoot me a text if you would 
like more information or you want to come hangout with the team on that day, ok? City of Hammond's 21st 

annual job fair is at the Civic Center next Friday, the 18th from 11-3. I believe we have over 50 employers who 
are going to be present. If you know of any constituents looking for a job, please tell people to bring your 
resume with you, dress for success, come on in. Lastly, tonight, we got Monday Night Football at the Jean 
Shepherd Center if you wanna watch and you don't have a place to go, go over to the Jean, we have a great bar 
there, Flicks Lounge, the Bears versus Vikings will be on about 20 different tv's, no cover. That concludes my 
report, and happy to answer any questions. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilman Salinas, supported by Councilman Rakos, moved to accept the minutes from August 25, 2025 and 
place on file. A YES: ALL 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

Councilwoman Venecz, supported by Councilman Spitale, moved to approve the claims from August 26, 2025 
through September 3, 2025. Claim #7742 through claims #8081, inclusive. In the amount of $7,177,304.42. 

ROLL CALL VOTE (claims) 
AYES: Alexander, Spitale, Venecz, Kalwinski, Salinas, Tyler, Emerson, Rakos, Woerpel 
NAYS:None 
ABSENT: None 
Motion carried 9/010 CLAIMS APPROVED 

Prepared by 
Robert J. Golec 
Hammond City Clerk 

2 

https://7,177,304.42


MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL cont. September 08. 2025 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Council President Woerpel- As Chief of Staff, Scott Miller stated, we all received a communication from 
Megan Flores that the budget will be introduced with a public hearing on Tuesday, October 14thand the reason 
the meeting is on the 14this Columbus Day is the 131\ so under new and unfinished business I'll need to 
entertain a motion to move the meeting to that date. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Community and Crime Watch Committee - Councilwoman Venecz - Upcoming meetings: 
Wed., Oct. 10; Edison Community Watch; Edison School 6:30 p.m. 
Tues, Oct 7; Harrison Park Crime Watch; VFW on Hohman Ave 6 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept 18; Hessville Crime Watch; HC3 Community Center; 6:00 p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 9; Irving Community Watch; Irving School; 9:30 a.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 18; South Hohman Avenue Neighborhood Watch; Trinity Lutheran Church; 6:30 p.m. 
Thur., Sept. 11; Whiting/Robertsdale; Calumet College; 6:30 p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 9; Jefferson Crime Watch; Jefferson School; 6:00 p.m. 

Capital Improvement Board- Councilman Salinas-The Capital Improvement Board met on September 2, 2025. 
We dealt with: 

Item A- Funding Allocation #274-Restore Street Lighting on Sibley; Hawk Enterprises; in the amount of 
$26,296.77 

Item B- Funding Allocation #275-Sportsplex Parking and Landscaping Improvements; H3 Concrete; in the 
amount of $42,430.00 

Item C- Funding Allocation #276-Linden French Drain; Salyer Plumbing; in the amount of $12,500.00 

Item D- Funding Allocation #277-Fayette Street Curb; H3 Concrete; in the amount of $65,900.00 

Item E- Funding Allocation #278- General Engineering Services; NIES Engineering; in the amount of 
$60,000.00 

Item F- Funding Allocation #279-2025-2 CCMG; Kennedy to Kentucky Michigan Street-Hohman to Calumet; 
Advanced Engineering Services; in the amount of $12,230.00 

Item G- Funding Allocation #280- Guard Rail on Howard Ave at Ridge Street; Specialties Company, LLC; in 
the amount of $18,500.00 

Chief of Staff Scott Miller- Council, just a correction from my report, the job fair, I had the date right, the 18th, 
but it's actually Thursday, not Friday. So, it's Thursday the 18th for the job fair. Thanks. 
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MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL cont. September 08, 2025 

ORDINANCE 3RDREADING - FINAL PASSAGE 
None 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
None 

RESOLUTIONS 
None 

NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Councilwoman Alexander- I just wanted to take a moment and congratulate Bishop Alford. I attended as a 
representative of the council due to Councilman Salinas couldn't makin' it and it was actually a pretty good 
event for him. It was pretty long. They had a lot of speakers and everything. I was able to read our proclamation 
and they were very appreciative of it, so I just wanted to put that on the record that the proclamation was read at 
the event on this past Saturday and it was very good turnout. 

Councilwoman Venecz, supported by Councilman Salinas, moved to change the Council Meeting for October 
13, 2025 to October 14, 2025. AYES: ALL 

Councilman Emerson- The Lake County Hazardous Waste Collection Board will meet Saturday September 20th 

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 601 Coney Street, The Street Department. Examples of things that will be accepted; 
Aerosols, ammunition, antifreeze, automotive fluids, batteries( household only-no car), compact florescent 
lights, corrosives, diesel fuel, latex paint is not accepted, and thank you. 

Councilwoman Venecz-What was the date and time on that? 

Councilman Emerson-September 20th, 9 a.m to 1 p.m. 

Councilwoman Venecz- Thank you. 

Councilman Woerpel- I'll entertain a motion to nominate Caryn Janiga to the library board again 

Councilman Rakos, supported by, Councilman Spitale, moved to appoint Caryn Janiga to the Library Board. 

ROLL CALL VOTE (appointment) 
A YES: Alexander, Spitale, Venecz, Kalwinski, Salinas, Tyler, Emerson, Rakos, Woerpel 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: None 
Motion carried 9/0/0 MOTION APPROVED 

PUBLIC EXPRESSION 

Gary Droischerf- The streetlights that I have rbeen asking for 5 months are fixed. I met with the old Hose 
Connection and they have bands, and it's wonderful. There was over 100 people there with plenty of parking. 
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MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL cont. September 08, 2025 

PUBLIC EXPRESSION cont. 

Bernard Gully- I came a few months ago to address the train horns. I have here some literature on some rules 
that could be implemented immediately. According to the Federal Railroad Administrative Locomotive horn 
sound and quiet zone establishment fact sheet, in the 3rd paragraph bullet point number 2, it says if a train stops 
in close proximity to a crossing, the horn does not have to be sounded when the train begins to move again with 
the exception of the locations where the engineer cant precisely estimate their arrival at a crossing. That is 
especially important to me because the train parks outside my window. They blow their horns because of federal 
law, I understand, but we all know laws are not one size fit all, they need to be adjusted. The law allows for 
municipalities to establish quiet zones as needed. All it would take would be a phone call from the Council to 
IHB Railroad authority. At the bottom of the 5th paragraph, it says other than doing a complete quiet zone, they 
can do a partial. 

Mary Schoons- I was unaware that you didn't know who the Lorax was. The Lorax speaks to the trees. The City 
hosted a Lorax lunch while at the same time trying to cut down old growth forest. When we went to the lunch to 
try to talk to people about Briar East Woods, we were met with the police. Briar East woods is symbolic of the 
corruption that happens withing the city, like packing the Council Chambers with City workers while protestors 
are downstairs. It also looks like an online survey that asks for all the reasons we want a condo development in 
an old growth forest, but never asks if we want it at all in the first place. The more people know about it, the less 
they like it. There are other ways to get children to cross safely. 

Councilman Salinas, supported by Councilwoman Alexander, moved to adjourn. AYES: ALL 
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MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL cont. 

2025 HAMMOND COMMON COUNCIL ATTENDANCE RECORD OF 
ELECTRONIC AND PHYSICAL PRESENCE 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2025 
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A1TEST: 

EB?: 
R6bert J. Golec, City Clerk 

Time: 6:28 p.m. 
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