
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY 
MINUTES OF AUGUST 21, 2025 

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety convened at 
9:04 a.m. on Thursday, August 21, 2025, in the Council Chambers of Hammond City Hall. A 
roll call was taken: Mr. Long-present; Ms. Greenwell -present; Mr. Kalina-present. 

Motion by Ms. Greenwell to approve the Minutes of the meeting of August 7, 2025 and 
August 14, 2025; seconded by Mr. Kalina. AYES ALL. Motion carried. 

Under Bid Openings: Quotes for Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 

Midwestern Electric $106,300 
Austgen Electric $130,075 
EMCOR Hyre Electric $129,750 

Mr. Button advised that a grant was received and request to be referred to construction contractor 
for review, recommendation and tabulation. Motion by Ms. Greenwell to approve; seconded by 
Mr. Kalina. AYES ALL. Motion carried. (Ins. No. 25-515) 

Mr. Smith would like to take 5217 Hohman out of order. Mr. Smith states doesn't look 
like there has been other work besides the scaffold put up, owners have requested Mr. Kearney to 
look at the contractor they provided. Mr. Kearney suggest a temporary license be issued to the 
company provided they give the city adequate bonding and insurance information and will be 
valid through September 9, as the next contractor testing will be on the 8th and requesting the 
contractor to sign up and take the test and would like to set this for status on the 11th

. Owner 
states the contractor is the potential buyer and removing the panels is in the budget to develop the 
building. Mr. Long states this was an emergency and doesn't seem its being treated as such. 
Owner states they secured as much as they can and is solid for now and want to move forward. 
As soon as he gets the temporary license, they can start removing the panels. Mr. Smith states 
the temporary license is ready to be issued and take care of the issue. Potential buyer will show 
up at next status. Motion by Ms. Greenwell to set for status on August 28, 2025; seconded by 
Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. 

Under Correspondence, correspondence received from William Short, Chief of Police 
requesting the approval of the following: Officer Devin Pineda placed on paid administrative 
leave effective August 16, 2025, Officer Devin Pineda reinstated and taken off leave effective 
August 19, 2025, Officers Kevin Holland and Michael Ciccotelli shall relinquish their Evidence 
Technician Specialty Pay effective August 15, 2025, Officer Brandon Kerwin shall relinquish his 
Evidence Technician Pay and receive K-9 Hander's Specialty Pay effective August 8, 2025; 
Corporal Benjamin Stombaugh was transferred from Administration to the Detective Bureau and 
shall receive Detective Specialty Pay effective August 18, 2025; and recommending J amarion 
Magee to be appointed as a Probationary Member and to serve his one year probationary period 
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effective August 20, 2025. Motion by Ms. Greenwell to approve; seconded by Mr. Kalina. 
AYES ALL. Motion carried. (Ins. No. 25-516) 

Correspondence received from Controller's Office requesting the approval of the renewal 
of amusement device license for Calumet Laundromat, Fantasy Gentleman's Club and The Pines 
Lounge. Motion by Ms. Greenwell to approve; seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion 
carried. (Ins. No. 25-517) 

Correspondence received from Brian Miller Purdue University Northwest advising they 
will have a family moving night on September 13, 2025 from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. 
University Police will be present to ensure the event ends at 10:00 p.m. Motion by Ms. 
Greenwell to approve; seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. (Ins. No. 25-518) 

Correspondence received from Jaime Gonzalez, 7435 Tapper Ave. requesting the 
approval to close Tapper between 174th Place and the comer alley to hold a block party on 
September 13, 2025 from 10:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. with signatures attached. Mr. Smith would 
like Assistant Chief to let shift lieutenant know what the approvals look like. Motion by Ms. 
Greenwell to approve; seconded by Mr. Kalina. AYES ALL. Motion carried. (Ins. No. 25-519) 

Correspondence received from Gorety Oceguera Jimenez, 912 Summer St. requesting to 
block off Maywood Street from Kane to Summer St. on August 24, 2025 from 4:00 p.m. until 
10:00 p.m. with signatures attached. Motion by Ms. Greenwell to approve; seconded by Mr. 
Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. (Ins. No. 25-520) 

Under New Business, Order to Rescind Findings & Order for property located at 1247 
Lakeview A venue submitted for approval. Inspector Polak confirms that all have been removed. 
Motion by Ms. Greenwell to approve; seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. 
(Ins. No. 25-521) 

Request to consent to access soil sampling - HDEM. Motion by Ms. Greenwell to 
approve; seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. (Ins. No. 25-522) 

SeeClickFix -Requesting yellow paint at the comer of Arkansas and 171st due to cars 
parking up to the comer making cross traffic hard to see. Motion by Ms. Greenwell to refer to 
Engineering; seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. (Ins. No. 25-523) 

Right of Way Permits (4) received from Engineering submitted for approval. Motion by 
Ms. Greenwell to approve; seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. (Ins. No. 25-
524) 

Request for Gas Station Exemption hearing - Nice & Easy, 4508 Calumet Ave. Motion 
by Ms. Greenwell to set for September 4, 2025; seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion 
carried. (Ins. No. 25-525) 
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Request for Rental Registration hearing submitted for approval. Motion by Ms. 
Greenwell to set for September 4, 2025; seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. 
(Ins. No. 25-526) 

Request for Amusement Device late fee hearing submitted for approval. Motion by Ms. 
Greenwell to set for September 4, 2025; seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. 
(Ins. No. 25-527) 

Garage Sale Permits submitted for approval. Motion by Ms. Greenwell to approve; 
seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. (Ins. No. 25-528) 

Under Old Business, Demolition Hearing - 3 Locust Street. Mr. Barrs appears via Zoom 
and he represents the bank. This is a property that was reset on Mr. Barrs' request. This is under 
the Unsafe Building Act, there was a fire on the property, no attempts to repair property, 
conditions are structurally unsound, which information was provided to Mr. Barrs as well as 
photographs, homestead exemptions on property and provides photos and request the board to 
affirm the order of demolition. Mr. Polak sworn in. Mr. Polak made the report based on the 
conditions of the property at that time. The roof is in deplorable conditions, the gable structure 
needs to be completely taken off to consider it correctly and believes it is in an unsafe condition, 
and blighted enough to affect the neighborhood, photos were taken this morning. He previously 
had to secure the front door as it was not boarded up. Mr. Barrs represents the bank who recently 
acquired ownership of the property through a foreclosure action, a fire occurred shortly before 
the Sheriffs sale. The insurance proceeds are more than enough to rehab the building or assist 
with the demolition of the building. Client is interested in repairing if possible with the 
insurance proceeds. The check was issued to the previous owner and are trying to recover those 
insurance proceeds. They would also this matter be reset for September 11th

, a status instead of 
affirming the order and should have an arrangement that would allow distribution of the 
insurance proceeds. What was notably absent from the testimony is any indication of 
neighboring complaints and will have an update on September 11th

. Mr. Long states lack of 
neighboring complaints are regardless for the city to make sure everything is taken care of. Mr. 
Smith states the Sheriffs Deed 2024-019867, gave Allied First Bank possession and ownership 
of the property dated July 25, 2024, so from July, 2024 the bank had ownership, the fire occurred 
based on the report was December 14, 2024. The check is their issue, and they have not cleaned 
up the property, cut the grass, make sure it is secure and presentable. That has not happened. 
Mr. Smith lives a ½ block away and can tell you it is not in good shape. Mr. Smith would 
request to affirm the order, fine with holding off on recording the order until the date of 
September 11th 

. Maybe there is a new plan in place regardless what is up with the money and 
decide what to do and record the order of that status. Mr. Barrs states the report doesn't 
accurately reflect the date of fire, his client was not the owner at the time the fire occurred. He is 
also requesting not to affirm the order and record it later, the primary reason is they are close to 
the finish line as to the distribution of the insurance claims. Affirming an order that would not be 
recorded seems like would be an exercising futility and would ask that the entire case to be set 
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for a status check on September 11 and can issue the order if they prefer. 
Mr. Smith states would happy to record the order if the board affirms the order today. Mr. Long 
states this is something they do often to keep the process moving, we can set for September 11 
and would like to hear a plan of action and timeline. The order will not be recorded as a courtesy 
and would like to keep this moving. Motion by Ms. Greenwell to affirm the order and set for 
status on September 11, 2025; seconded by Mr. Kalina. AYES ALL. Motion carried. (Ins. No. 
25-529) 

Status - 4934 Ash - Mr. Smith states the rehab expired in June. Mr. Jackson states the 
siding is up and needs an updated agreement. Motion by Ms. Greenwell to set for status on 
November 20, 2025; seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. 

Under Late Rental Registration, 4603 Sheffield - No one appeared. Motion by Ms. 
Greenwell to assess the late fee; seconded by Mr. Kalina. A YES ALL. Motion carried. (Ins. 
No. 25-530) 

Under Meeting Open to the Public, Mr. Jose Galvan appears and states he received a 1O­
day notice, Mr. Lewter will discuss with him. No action. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, motion by Ms. Greenwell to 
adjourn; seconded by Mr. Kalina. The regularly scheduled meeting adjourned at 9:46 a.m. 

APPROVED: 

ATTEST: 

~](MA.I#;
Lma Norville, Board Secretary 
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