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Sponsor: Scott Rakos, (51hDistrict Councilman 

and the entire Hammond Common Council 

RESOLUTIONR17 
A RESOLUTION CO:NSEN-TING TO AND APPROVING THE 

CONTINUATION OF THE LOCAL DISASTER EMERGENCY DECLARED 
BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF HAMMOND 

WHEREAS, on August 11, 2026, the City of Hammond and other 
communities in Northwest Indiana experienced a severe storm system involving 
sustained winds in excess of 100 miles per hour and heavy rainfall, causing 
substantial and devastating damage within the City of Hammond; and 

WHEREAS, the severe weather caused substantial damage to public 
infrastructure and facilities, widespread power outages, damage to private real and 
personal property, and conditions requiring emergency response and recovery 
efforts and the expenditure of substantial City resources; and 

WHEREAS, on August 13, 2026, Thomas M. McDermott, Jr., Mayor of the City of 
Hammond and principal executive officer of the City, pursuant to Indiana Code § 
10-14-3-29, issued a Declaration of a Local Disaster Emergency for the City of 
Hammond as a result of the severe storms and resulting damage occurring on or 
about August 11, 2026, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein 
as Exhibit A; and 

WHEREAS, Indiana Code§ 10-14-3-29 provides that a local disaster 
emergency may not be continued or renewed for a period in excess of seven (7) days 
except by or with the consent of the governing board of the political subdivision; and 

WHEREAS, the City continues to assess and address damage to public 
property and infrastructure and continues to incur substantial costs associated with 
emergency response, debris removal, repair, restoration, and recovery including 
having to contract with out of state firms to assist with debris removal and 
monitoring of same; and 

WHEREAS, continued coordination with Lake County, the Indiana 
Department of Homeland Security, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
and other governmental agencies is necessary and appropriate to facilitate the 
City's ongoing response and recovery efforts and to seek all available state and 
federal disaster assistance; and 
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WHEREAS, city employees have worked tirelessly to assist our city and its .. 
residents to recover from the impacts of the storm and continue to do so while many 
of them and their families are also impacted by the severe storms; and 

WHEREAS, as of nine (9).day,s,a~er the-·storm the.mayor has stated that 
nearly 10,000 people in the city a1:~ ~till .impact~d by power outages; and, - : • 

WHEREAS, the Common Couqcil o{the City ofHammondfinds that the 
conditions and ongoing response and -~~6o~~ry efforts resulting from the August 11, 
2026 severe storm warrant conti~~ation -~fthe local disaster emergenc~ declared by 
the Mayor; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ~ESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL 
. •;_ ~ ~~• l ,' . { .• ••. • : 

OF THE CITY OF HAMMOND, INDIANA, AS FOLLOWS: 
J • • • • • • • 

Section 1. Continuation of Local Disaster Emergency. 
Pursuant to Indiana Code§ 10-14-3-29, the Common Council hereby consents to 

--_and approves the continuation of t]:ie Local Dis~ster Emergency declared by Mayor 
Thomas M. McDermott, Jr. on A~gust 13~ 2026, arising from the severe storm and 

,- . ,•. . ·., 

resulting damage occurring on or aboutA~gust 11, 2026. .. . . . . - , 

Section .2. Duration. 
The Local Disaster Emergency is hereby: continued for an additional period of sixty 
,(60) days from the date of adoptioh.·of this Resolution, unless earlier terminated in 
· accordance with applicable law. Nothing h~rein shall preclude the Common Council 
from consenting to a further continu~t'io~ oti-e~ewal of the Local Disaster -
Emergency should conditions ~:rid~rigoi:rig r~sponse or recovery efforts warrant such 

. . : ;- ·.- ~. . ., ' .·-. ·.' ·, . • 

action. 

Section 3. Response, Recovery, a~~~n·1~iister Assistance. 
During the continued Local Disast~r Emergeri~y, City departments and officials are 

0 

authorized and directed to cont~I1ue ;11 -~ppr9~~iat~ response and recovery activities, 
• '.·including assessing and docume~ting d~~a'ge to public property and infrastructure; 
•, documenting disaster-related l~bor, eq~i'pnie,ii( contr~ctual, debris removal, repair, 

restoration, and other expenditures; arid 6oordinatingwith Lake County, the 
, ; Indiana Departmellt of Homeland Security, the Fed~ral Emergency Management 

Agency, and other appropriate:govern:mental agencies concerning available state 
and federal disaster assistance. • 

2 



Section 4. Origin',tlUeclarationTncorporated.-
'The Mayor's August:J:3:,-2026d)eclaration ofa ·LocaLDisaster Emergency,. attached •. 
hereto as Exhibit A,:is incorporated into this Resolution by reference iand, except as 
to its original seven 7ciayduration ~s extended herein, shall remain in full force and, 
effect during the co~tiriu~tio·~ ~uth~riz~d bf this Resolution. • 

. . . . . . ' .-, . .. i . '.' '. . • -~ • 

Section 5. Effective Date. 
This Resolution shall tak~ ~ffec:'t im~ediately upo~ its passage and approvaL 

C ;" • ;-·~ ' •• •~ ~ . - • ·'• • • •· 0 • S ' • : ~ •, ' ', • ..-

PASSED ANDADOPTED;by-the--Common·Council of the City:ufHammond, 
Indiana, this~ day of August, 2026. 

ATTEST: 

Robertfaec: crticierk 
City of Hammond, Indiana 

PRESENTEff BY ME.,.the ·.utider ..si.~e. d City •. :·c·••.•]e,a;'.J- City of Hammond; Ind.iana, to\ 
the Mayor, for approval ands1gnature, th1.si5th day of... ,· 2026. -, • 

' ~,. 

·~~ 
Rob~rt}, Qolec, City Clerk 
Cit'yofHainmond, Indiana 

The foregoingR_esol~tiQ~P,1U;7 .. , consisting of three (3) typewtjtten pages,. 
in~luding this page, w~~ 1PP~O\T~PAND S,I~NEP,p~,ME, the undersigned }Jayof, qfJ4~ > 
City of Hammond, In.:drn~a, this ZS~ ~ay .of~ . ,;ff , 2026. • 

• • -• • .• • •.,. _._,: ' •. ~•: 'e ·• 

---1----~-------~~---'"'--'----· 

s M. McDermott, Jr., Mayor 
City of Hammond, Indiana 
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• . - . on. c ouncil on the ~-day of J .. - andPAS$ED by .-the Comm_. ___ - + , 2026 
iffctll!Y by the Mayor on the. zsLday of /Ji:;vfrl-:. ,2~ 

Ro~ 
Hl~mmond, Indiana 
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CITY OF HAMMOND, INDIANA DECLARATION OF A LOCAL DISASTER EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, August J J, 2026, the City of Hammond along with many communities in 
Northwest Indiana experienced a storm system that had sustained winds of over 100 miles per hour and 
included heavy rainfall causing substanti~l and devastating damage witliin the City; and 

WHEREAS, this severe weather elms~ damage to public infrastructure and faciJities resulting in 
conditions requiring emergency response, recovery efforts, and the expenditure of city resources; and 

WHEREAS, the city is continuing to assess the extent of damage to public property and infrastructure and 
the costs associated with emergency response, debris removal, repair, restoration, and recovery; and 

WHEREAS, many of the city's residents have been impacted through Joss of power and/or damage to 
their personal and/or real property and that NIPSCO has reported over 22,000 locations in the City of 
Hammond have been without power since the storm; and 

WHEREAS, the amount of damage meets or exceeds the Indiana Department of Homeland Security 
guidelines related to Indiana State Disaster Relief Funding; arid 

WHEREAS, Indiana Code§ I0-14-3-29 authorizes the principal executive officer of a political 
subdivision to declare a local disaster emergency; and 

WHEREAS, the nature and extent of the damage caused by the severe storm incident of August J l, 2026 
warrants the dec)aration of a local disaster emergency and may require assistance from Lake County, the 
State oflndiana, the federal government, or other governmental entities; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Thomas M. McDermott, Jr., Mayor of the City of Hammond, Indiana, as 
the principal executive officer of the city and pursuant to the aut!aority granted by Indiana Code § 
10-14-3-29 and other applicable law, hereby declare that a LOCAL DISASTER EMERGENCY 
exists within the City of Hammond as a result of the severe sto~s and resulting damage occurring 
on or about August 11, 2026. 

This declaration activates the response and recovery aspects of all applicable local and interjurisdictional 
disaster emergency p)ans and authorizes the furnishing of aid and assistance in accordance with those 
plans. 

City departments and officials are directed to take all appropriate actions necessary to respond to and 
recover from the disaster, document damages and disaster-related expenditures, protect public property 
and infrastructure, and coordinate with Lake County, the Indiana Department of Homeland Security, the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, and other appropriate governmental agencies concerning 
available disaster assistance as requested and required. 

This Declaration shall take effect immediately and shall remain in effect for a period nQt exceeding seven 
(7) days unless continued or renewed in accordance with Indiana Code§ 10-14-3-29. 

This Declaration shall be given prompt and general publicity and shall be filed promptly with the Clerk of 
the City of Hammond, as.required by Indiana~~~~.J.i=;i-,~-::-:=-,:::-, •• , 

I ~ ·•-•• I 

AUS18 2026 
Th( as M. McDennott, Jr., Mayor CITY CLERK'S OFFICE 

HAMMOND, _lNDIANACity of Hammond, Indiana 


