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Sponsor: Alfonso Salinas, III 

2nd District Councilman 

ORDINANCE NO. _ ___._q{p;a:;_q....;;....,~--

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HAMMOND AUTHORIZINGAND 
ESTABLISIDNGA MUNICIPAL RIVERFRONTDISTRlCT PROJECT AREA 

PURSUANT TO INDIANA CODE 

WHEREAS, to complement and assist economic development efforts of cities 

and towns, the Indiana General Assembly enacted Indiana Code 7.1-3-20-16 et seq., 

authorizing the establishment of municipal riverfront development projects and 

districts; and 

WHEREAS, the city of Hammond has recently focused on re-inventing its 

downtown, making it more walkable, and more attractive to residents and visitors 

alike;and 

WHEREAS, the investment that both the city and state have made in 

Hammond's downtown has resulted in hundreds of new residents and renewed 

interest in commercial activity in the city's downtown area; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of this renewed interest, restaurants have opened or 

plan to open, which will further the economic activity and development of the 

downtown area, creating new commerce, investment, and jobs; and 

WHEREAS, these restaurants are in need of liquor licenses, however, there 

are no liquor licenses available :from the state Alcohol and Tobacco Commission (ATC) 

through its quota system and the lack of available liquor licenses has becom,e an 

impediment to development in the city's downtown; and 

WHEREAS, Indiana Code 7.1-3-20-16 and 16.1, states that upon a positive 

recommendation from a riverfront development district project, the Indiana Alcohol 

and Tobacco Commission ("ATC') is allowed to issue one-way, two-way, and three-way 
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nontransferable permits up to the number established within a Riverfront District 

without regard to the ATC quota restrictions; and 

WHEREAS, Indiana Code 7.1-3-20-16.l authorizes city common councils to 

designate a municipal riverfront development project within a municipal riverfront 

development project area; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to IC 7.1-3·20·16.l(b)(l), the boundaries of a municipal 

riverfront development project area must border at least one side of a river and that 

the Grand Calumet River will border the riverfront development project district as 

provided in I.C. 7.1-3-20·16.l(d); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to IC 7.1-3-20·16.l(d) any proposed permit premises 

may not be located more than: (A)three thousand five hundred (3,000) feet, or (B) six 

(6)city blocks from the river, but if the area adjacent to the river is incapable of being 

developed, the distances are measured from the city blocks located nearest to the river 

that are capable of being developed; 

WHEREAS, the area adjacent to the river is incapable of being developed due 

to current federal and local residential multi-family housing projects, private multi­

family housing, private residential housing, railroad tracks and right of way, and lack 

of wned develop able commercial space that prevents the establishment of restaurants 

and a riverfront development project north of the proposed boundaries of the district; 

and 

WHEREAS, the establishment of the riverfront development project district is 

measured no more than 3,000 feet from the municipal blocks located nearest to the 

river that are capable of being developed; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to IC 7.1-3·20-16.l(b)(3), the permit premises must be 

located within an economic development area, a redevelopment project area, an urban 

renewal area, or a redevelopment area established pursuant to IC 36-7; and 
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WHEREAS, the riverfront development project area is located within the 

Downtown No. 1 Urban Renewal Area; and 

WHEREAS, a map of the riverfront development project area is attached to 

this ordnance as Exhibit A (the "Project Development Area'') and is bordered generally 

on Willow Court to the north, State Line Avenue to the West, the north-south alley 

east of Oakley Avenue to the east, and Ogden Street between State Line Avenue and 

Hohman Avenue and then Douglas Street up to the north-south alley east Oakley 

Street to the south; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to IC 7.1·3·20·16.l(b)(4) the municipal riverfront 

development project must be funded in part with state and city money and that this 

area has been and will be the subject of significant local and state funds that have 

redeveloped Hohman Avenue and that will be constructing a downtown South Shore 

train station and Station Square; and 

WHEREAS, the common council believes it is in the best interest of the City to 

create a municipal riverfront development project area, to be known as the City of 

Hammond Riverfront District Project Area, and that the City's Redevelopment 

Com.mission is designated to administer that Riverfront District Development Project 

Area and develop the application process and issue recommendations t,o the ATC for 

the issuance of permits that complies with the goals of the downtown's economic 

development to increase restaurants and commercial activity in the Riverfront District 

Development Project Area; and 

WHEREAS, Indiana Code 7.1-3-19·17 provides that a municipality may 

include in its ordinance establishing a municipal riverfront development project area, 

a requirement that businesses seeking an alcoholic beverage permit pursuant to the 

Act must comply with a formal written commitment requirement as a condition of 

eligibility; and 
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WHEREAS, applicants who are approved will be given a favorable 

recommendation to the ATC, subject to the applicant's execution of a written 

commitment regarding the character and type of business that will be conducted on 

the permit premises. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAMMOND, INDIANA, THAT: 

SECTION 1. The above recitals are incorporated herein by reference. 

SECTION 2. The property shown in the attached Exhibit A is hereby 

designated as the City of Hammond Riverfront District Project Area, a municipal 

riverfront development area, pursuant to Indiana Code 7.1·3-20-16 and Indiana Code 

7.1-3-20·16.l. 

SECTION 3. That no more than twenty (20) recommendations that result 

in licenses being issued by the ATC are authorized within the Project Area; 

SECTION 4. The Hammond Redevelopment Commission is hereby 

authorized and directed to develop and establish the application and review process, 

to approve or deny any application submitted, to issue recommendation letters to the 

ATC for those applications approved, and to take any and all steps necessary and 

reasonable, including revising the application or written commitment as deemed 

necessary, from time to time, to carry out the intent and purpose of this ordinance. 

SECTION 5. Any Ordinances or parts thereof in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed. 

SECTION 6. The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence, or 

provision of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other part of 

this Ordinance, which shall continue to remain valid and in effect. 
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day of__._.-oc_....."""'""=-+--

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Common Council, that this Ordinance 

shall take effect upon signing by the President of the Common Council and approval 

by the Mayor, and Publication as provided by law. 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED BY the Common Council of the City of 

Hammond, Indiana, this .!Ith_ ~"';-1day of ,2026. 

~ 
J t Venecz, President 
Hammond Common Council 

ATTEST: 

R~bert J. Golec, City Clerk 
City of Hammond, Indiana 

PRESENTED BY ME, the undersigned City Clerk of the CitY, o 
Indiana, to the Mayor, for approval and signature, this 1MiJ 
2026. 

Robert J. Golec, City Clerk 
City of Hammond, Indiana 

The foregoing Ordinance No. q~qqconsisting of seven (7) typewritten 
pages, including this page, was APPROVED AND SIGNED BY ME, the 
undersigned Mayor of the City of Hammond, Ip.-0.·ina, this /0 e day of 
Fek/)/Jlif ,2026. \ / 

I . ~~ 
t~ 

Tl/-t>mas M. McDermott, Jr., Mayor 
City of Hammond, Indiana 
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• •• PAl;,SED by the Common Council on the ! do/ {.J. • .. A 2026 and 
/fP"r1,M/ by the Mayor on the 1PJ. day of iiM. ~ 

~~ 
Hammond, Indiana 
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Exhibit "A" 
Riverfront Project Development Area 
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