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Mayor McDermott Releases Festival of the Lakes Financial Report 

The City of Hammond today has released a report that outlines the financial status of the Festival of the 
Lakes, the city’s successful annual lakefront music and entertainment festival that is in its 11th year.  This 
year’s fest is set for July 16-20 and once again has a star-studded line up of first rate entertainment that 
is free to the public.  

“Providing well-known and popular musical entertainment has been a mainstay of this festival and I’m 
proud to say this year is no exception. The Pavilion at Wolf Lake will be the place to be during that week 
in July,” said mayor McDermott.  The headline acts this year include Jimmy Cliff, Big & Rich, Sublime, 
Blues Traveler, Uncle Kracker, Sugar Ray and Banda Los Recoditos. Mayor McDermott went on saying, 
“seeing these bands all in one place at no cost to the public is unheard of in northwest Indiana. That’s 
what I really like about the fest—we are providing great recreation and entertainment for entire families 
for the price of parking, while showcasing our city and its first class amenities. People come from all over 
the Midwest to Hammond to see these acts and I am proud to be the mayor of a city that can make this 
available to the public and city residents.”  

The financial report that was released summarizes revenues and expenses and is in partial response to a 
Times editorial and a failed attempt by three members of the city council to subpoena department 
heads and the chief of police to a council meeting.  “This was never about hiding information. We’ve 
always provided the information that was requested by any council member. I’m simply just not going to 
put up with a certain council member wanting to grandstand for his political aims. It’s not fair to those 
department heads to be subpoenaed to the council meeting and I am happy that the majority of the 
council saw through this blatant political move,” said mayor McDermott.  

“The report shows that we break even. The issue is really how much of the mayor’s share of 
discretionary gaming dollars go towards us breaking even.  Last year that number was around $180,000. 
I think this year that number will go down even further. We’re raising the parking rate and we’ve already 
received more money this year from our sponsors than we have in the past which will help reduce the 
amount of mayor’s gaming that will need to be used,” said Mayor McDermott. “I’m very comfortable 
with that amount. If we can continue to bring great entertainment to Hammond as well as all the other 
great things the Festival of the Lakes provides for residents, kids and families, I think it is money well 
spent.” 

The mayor and his administration have always prided themselves on improving the quality of life for 
Hammond’s residents.  These improvements in recent years have included miles of new bike trails, bike 
bridges and the $35M RDA grant that has allowed Wolf Lake and the surrounding area to be turned 
from an industrial and seldom used area into green space that is filled with recreational opportunities.  



“Bike trails don’t make money for the city; neither do parades or fireworks displays. Should we just stop 
doing things because they don’t turn a profit?  I think that would be a terrible mistake.  Good 
government also means making sure there are things to do for our residents. Improving the quality of 
life for Hammond and bringing people into Hammond to see what we have to offer is an important 
function of city government,” the mayor stated.  

An example of a perennial money loser for the city and the parks department are the public pools.  The 
park department has reported that over $200,000 is spent per year on the chemicals, labor and cost of 
running and maintaining the city’s four pools.  “We use more money from the city for pools than we do 
the Festival of the Lakes.  We know we lose money on the pools, but they are a great place for kids to be 
in the summer—in a safe, lifeguarded environment, rather than in the streets or somewhere that isn’t 
monitored. You don’t have to look past the headlines in the paper to see kids drowning in this county or 
in Lake Michigan.  If this is about making money, then we just charge our residents over $100 for an 
annual pool pass. I’m not about to do that. Government isn’t always about making money.  The 
alternative is close the pools, stop the fireworks displays and cancel the parades and I just don’t see that 
as good for the city.” 

The city and RDA’s investment around Wolf Lake is something that should be showcased. The Festival of 
the Lakes is a great way to accomplish that.  Over 80,000 people attend the festival annually and the city 
hopes to see that number increase.   The report, which was generated at mayor McDermott’s request to 
the city controller, will be once again requested after this year’s festival and provided to the media and 
the city council.  

##### 



Cash Inflows

BEER GARDEN MAIN AREA 24,985.00$         
BEER GARDEN VIP AREA 18,246.00$         
CAR SHOW AND 5K 3,460.00$           
CARNIVAL 59,079.00$         
CLARK FIELD PARKING 8,150.00$           
FOOD BOOTH RENTAL 19,900.00$         
GOLF OUTING 1,200.00$           
MAYOR'S GAMING 182,878.00$       
MISC 12,394.00$         
PARKING 77,713.00$         
POLKA PARTY 1,115.00$           
POP & ICE SOLD TO VENDORS 11,539.00$         
SPONSORSHIPS 262,250.00$       

TOTAL 682,909.00$       

Cash Outlays

5 K RUN & CAR SHOW 3,344.00$           
BEER GARDEN VIP AREA 1,256.00$           
CHILDRENS STAGE 1,100.00$           
EMPLOYEE OVERTIME 61,141.00$         
ENTERTAINMENT 386,188.00$       
FIREWORKS 6,000.00$           
FOOD BOOTH CLEAN-UP REFUNDS 2,000.00$           
GENERATOR RENTAL 11,800.00$         
GOLF OUTING LUNCHEON 1,980.00$           
INSURANCE 49,610.00$         
PART-TIME EMPLOYEES 18,648.00$         
POP & ICE 29,415.00$         
PORTABLE WASHROOMS 13,546.00$         
PRINTING & ADVERTISING 15,364.00$         
SENIOR & SPECIAL PERSONS DAY 2,452.00$           
SOUND SYSTEM & EQUIPMENT 37,130.00$         
SPONSORS & ENTERTAINERS TRAILERS 23,542.00$         
TRAILERS, TICKET BOOTHS, STAGE, & TENTS 18,393.00$         

TOTAL 682,909.00$       
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